


ABOUT MARK

Mark was often asked whether he considered himself more a teacher or painter. In his mind, and in the minds of those who knew him best, there was no doubt.
He was a painter who taught. The distinction is important because his consuming need to paint kept him free and relaxed when it came to teaching. As he got
older, Mark's painting technique sharpened, but it was his teaching that kept his painting free and alive. His need to paint was nourished by his testing it and
sharing it with his students. He would never have been as free, or as accessible in his paintings, had he given up teaching to deal with the business end of the art
world.

Mark started teaching at age 23 in order to survive while he painted - he continued longer than he thought he would, to allow his five children the education he
himself had had. And when all the kids were grown and he might have retired at the age of 50, he realized he was enriched by contact with his students. The
theater of the classroom assuaged the loneliness of the studio. He was happy when teaching. He couldn't live without his studio.

Before he died in December of 1995, Mark spent what would be his last artistic burst of energy finishing Before Nightfall at Judson Farm, a painting he had
worked on for 12 years. It was in early September that he came in from the studio and said, "It's done. Thope it's not my last picture, but I think it's my best

ne." The fact that he didn't turn it to the wall....that he was pleased with it....and that he didn't hover over it making infinitesimal changes visible only to him,
spoke volumes to me. I realized that the man who always thought himself immortal - who always thought be could improve on everything he did from his
forehand to his slapshot to his paintings - had come to terms with his mortality. The last two months of his life he tried to organize his work for a show and to
sort through a lot of unfinished work. But his energy was low. Since December, I have had the task - which has been my comfort and salvation - of fi inding,
cataloguing and framing a treasure trove of his recent work.

ABOUT MARK'S PAINTING

I thought I would attempt to say a few words about his art, despite Mark's distaste for the preemptive analysis in contemporary art catalogues. He thought the
pictures should say it all and he always said "Just use your eyes....just look. You don't need words to tell you what you see." He never quite understood that
some of us do....

So, when looking at Mark's work, I see light....sometimes serene....sometimes explosive....almost always the major content of the painting. And there is mystery,
not just in forms but in shadows, as in the granite rock's reflection in a dark pool of water.

In his oils and temperas, Mark labored for years to solve the puzzle of balance. He changed and rearranged forms - breaking up interior space and perimeters -
to keep the viewer's eye at once uneasy and within the edges of the picture. This was a far more analytic task he set himself - and a more challenging one - than
the task of handling watercolors with technical versatility. Mark grew to value his watercolors, but they came so easily to him....without the problems and
challenges presented by the finished oils and temperas. His greatest joy came when he felt he had fully dealt with the challenge.
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